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were being wasted In isolated, ill-directed and Ill-equipped
raids of no military value or motive. An attack was
launched on Dunkirk In 1793 by 5,000 men, of whom
one-third were useless raw recruits. Another force of a
mere 3,000 men was despatched to Toulon, the centre of
disaffection to the Republic in the South of France. In
1795 another foolish attack was directed against Quiberon.
The revolt of La Vendee was supported by a mere 4,000
men, of whom a quarter were useless; owing to shortage of
food and forage this force had to return with nothing accom-
plished. Even In 1798 Pitt sent a handful of 1,400 men on
an expedition to Holland; In 1799, when opinion was divided
between an attack on Minorca or an expedition to La
Vendee, the meagre English forces were divided, and 5,000
were sent to Minorca and 6,000 to Belle Isle, all being com-
pletely wasted. Almost the last act of Pitt was to despatch
a handful of 5,000 men to reinforce the army in Sicily
preparatory to an Italian campaign, which, after his death,
ended in the futile attack on Maida,1
The Inadequacy of the army was at once a result of The made-
....     -   .      „   .	_	.    _	.	.,.,	quacyofthe
political inefficiency and a cause of the unwise military military
policy.    Pitt had practised false economy, so that in 1783 forces
the Infantry of the Line of England was reduced to 3,ooo,2
and he could not have collected 20,000 troops within twelve
months of the declaration of war.3   The method of enlist-
ment was crude, inefficient and uneconomical: three guineas and the ua-
were offered to the recruit and two guineas to the recruiting conditions©!
officer for every soldier enlisted,4 and in 1793 Pitt tried to service*
raise troops by offering commissions, up to the rank of
colonel, to those who brought in recruits.    The reasons for
the general unwillingness to enlist were that the soldier was
paid barely a subsistence wage, and that the conditions of
service were unbelievably bad.    The pay was often heavily
In arrears and subject to excessive stoppages, out of which
the Commander-in-Chief frequently made profit.   In 1790
1 Fortescne, Ibid., pp. 96-98, 114-116, 134,152, 178.
3	Fortescne, Hist, of Brit. Army, vol. iii., p. 500.
s Fortescue, Brit. Statesmen of the Great War, p. 88,
4	Fortescue, Hist, of Brit. Army, vol. Hi., p, 519.

